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Meanwhile, Italian diplomacy endeavoured to hold Germany in
check so discreetly that it should not appear, in German eyes, that
the special benevolence shown by Italy to the Weimar Republic was
being meted out to 'the Third Reich' in any shorter measure. And
the new rulers of Germany, on their side, affected not to see through
this Italian manoeuvre, in their anxiety to convince the rest of the
World that Fascist Italy was a warmer friend of Nazi Germany than
it actually suited Italy to be. This Italo-German diplomatic compe-
tition in keeping up or creating appearances was conducted through
an exchange of hollow official compliments and frigid official visits.
In the course of the year 1933, Herr von Papen found Ms way to
Rome once, Captain Goring three times, and Dr. Gobbels once;1
and in July a touring party of Avanguardisti were entertained by
the Hitler Youth at Munich. In September, two fraternal delegates
from the Fascist Grand Council were present at the National-
Socialist Congress and took part in the celebrations at Nuremberg.
And Captain Goring, on his second visit to Rome in November, was
the bearer of a personal letter from the Fuhrer to the Duce. Yet, the
more sedulously the two countries sought to advertise their friendship,
the more evident it became to the rest of the World that, now that
both of them had attained the 'totalitarian' state, their genuine
cordiality had sensibly diminished.
8. Conclusion
The wide range of the reactions abroad to the National-Socialist
Revolution of 1933 in Germany is witnessed by the length of the
present chapter, in which some of these reactions have been very far
from exhaustively surveyed; and after this long exposition of detail
it may be well to conclude our survey by returning to the point from
which we started out. The relation of the Nazi regime of 1933 in
Germany to the rest of the World can be seen as a unity—and also,
perhaps, seen in the clearest light—if it is regarded as one phase of the
secular relation between the spirit of Western Christendom and the
spirit of a European barbarism which Christianity had sometimes
cowed and sometimes charmed, and had thereby partly tamed, but
had never wholly exorcized. At the first critical encounter between
this faith and these barbarians, the summons of the civilizing power
had been 'Mitis demitte colla, Sigamber V In 1933, the self-conscious
epigoni of the blond beast who were seeking to express their neo-
1 In these visits, of course, the German statesmen had business to transact
at the Vatican City, as well as in the capital of the Kegno.

